
Date: 8th October 2021 

Dear Families, 

It has been a joy to show new parents around the school. They are so positive about the calm atmosphere and 
how engaged our children are in their learning. It has been wonderful to see the reception children starting to 
write their sounds, Year 1 have been writing recipes and Year 2 are working hard on their maths. We have  
started assemblies again and each Wednesday I get to celebrate the children who have been recognised for 
exceptional effort, values or reaching a new target. It is lovely to hear singing creeping down the corridors too.  

We hope Reception and Year 1 parents found the information power point useful that we shared this week. Well 
done Mrs Debono for recording the voice over! Year 2 will be released next week. Don’t forget to sign up for 
parents evenings which are being held in the final week of this term.  

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Dance 
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Apple Tree Class have been very busy exploring the signs of autumn. We painted pumpkins outside, observing 
the textures and thinking about how to mix our colours. We also used pumpkins to help build 
our motor skills by carefully adding spikes to our pumpkin hedgehog.  

In our role play area, we have been creating 
amazing hairstyles using the kindly donated 
hairdressing resources. We’ve washed, 
brushed and curled our model’s hair and used 

our real life experiences to enhance our play. On a very windy 
Monday we made kites and took them onto the big playground 
to see how well they can fly. Apple Tree Class must be        
fantastic engineers because they were amazing! 

This week Cherry Tree 
class have been look-
ing for signs of        
autumn. We collected 
leaves of all different 
colours and made 
careful observations. 
We became artists and 
made fabulous    
pieces of art by  
painting with conkers!  

In English we have 
been thinking about 
friendship. Year 1 
wrote their own 
‘Friendship Recipe’. 
Their ideas were      
imaginative and a    
delight to read! What 
good friends your    
children are! 

Oak tree 
class have 
enjoyed   
coming in to 
Phonic Fairy 
magic. She 
has left us 

glitter trails, a table of 
ketchup to try on our 

cornflakes for the 
‘k’ sound and 
some paint to paint 
a ‘c’ on our hands 
for our ‘c,c crunch-
ing caterpillar’ 
sound.  

 

We have also 
been very busy 
doing lots of arts 
and crafts.  

This week in Ash Tree 
Class, we have been 
learning and exploring 
the new sounds g,o,c,k. 
We have been        
practising segmenting 
and blending with the 
sounds we already 

know, to begin to 
read words- the 
children are doing 
really well with this! 
They have also   
written some 
amazing  recipes 

for friendship!                 
In Maths, we have com-
pared objects by size and 
weight and in Year 1, the 
children have used    
special symbols to    
compare quantities and 
numbers.  



Date: 8th October 2021 

Year 2 

 

New Parent Governor 

We are very pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs Clare Gateley to the Badbury Park      
Governing body. We are sure she will  bring some valuable skills and ideas to the committee. 

We still have  a vacancy for a parent governor and would love to hear from you if 
you would  like to be considered for the role.  Please let the school office know 

 

 

Strive for 5 

Every week the children try their very best to read five times to an adult, which is then recorded in 
their reading records. If they manage to do this, then they achieve their weekly “Strive for 5” which is 
recognised in school.  
Strive for 5 really DOES make a difference to your child's reading ability which is why this is a whole 
school initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths the children created their own 
games to practise number bonds to 10, 
20 and 100.  

In English this week, Year 2 
used puppets to retell a story 
all about a brave little ant 
who has to defeat a terrible 
beast to save the forest.   
The children had lots of fun   
making the boulder crash 
onto the beast! 



Date: 8th October 2021 

Friends of Badbury Park Primary School 

We were delighted to see so many of you at the meeting last week.  It was a very 
productive meeting resulting in some great ideas on how Friends can support and 
raise funds for the school, as well as arranging some fun events for the   children 
to join in with. One of the big events planned is the Christmas Fayre on             
4th December which will be open to the whole Badbury Park community.  We 
have been inundated with enquiries from potential stall holders and it promises to 

be a great day. Watch this space for more news!  
 

It’s not too late to help with this or any other events on the future so please let us know if you want to 
get involved 

  Notices and reminders 

 A reminder that if your child is absent from school, please contact the office on 

each morning of your child’s absence  

 A big thank you to everyone who has donated dressing up clothes and craft mate-

rials to the school.  

 It is your last chance to donate to the  Swindon Food Collective appeal—donations are being 

collected from school next week. If you are able to donate an item for this very worthwhile 

cause it would be very much appreciated.  Please drop off your donation in the box in the main 

entrance. Thank you. 

 Don’t forget to sign up for the parent/teacher consultation meetings on the My Child at School 

portal.  These will take place face-to-face in your child’s classroom. 

 The curriculum/year group expectation meetings have been replaced by a PowerPoint presen-

tation. The link to the presentation for Year 1 and Reception parents has been emailed out and 

can be find on your child’s class page.  The Year 2 presentation will be available at the end of 

next week 

 

Internet safety 

Does it feel like your child knows more about the internet than you do?  It is never 

too early to start setting rules about when and for how long your child can use    

devices and start to introduce the subject of internet safety at the same time.     

Internetmatters.org have put together some useful resources for parents Pre-school (0-5) online safety 

advice | Internet Matters and there are also some resources on our website. 

You can also sign up for a free webinar by emailing parentworkshops@nspcc.org.uk  

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/0-5/
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/0-5/
mailto:parentworkshops@nspcc.org.uk


September 2021 
1st, 2nd, 3rd:  Teacher training days (no 

school for pupils) 

6th : All Year 1 and Year 2 pupils return.  New 

Reception children start. Group A in from 

10.00-12.00 and Group B in 13.00-15.00  

13th : New nursery pupils start. All Reception 

children now in full time 

13th—17th : School visits for parents 

17th—Book fair in school.   

 

 
 

October 2021 
5th: At 5pm Year 2 Parent meetings to intro-

duce curriculum/year group expectations 

7th & 14th : Tours for prospective parents 

11th: Mental health week 

15th: Open house 11.00 (nursery) or 

2.30pm—parents are welcome in to their 

child’s class to view books and displays 

18th & 19th : Parent/Teacher consultation 

meetings 

20th : break up for half term 

21st—29th : half term holiday 

 

 

 

November 2021 
1st : Start of term 2 

12th : Children in Need 

15th Anti-bullying week—wear odd socks to 

school 

19th: Individual photos 

30th: Nasal Flu Clinic in school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2021 
4th : Christmas fayre  

9th: Christmas lunch followed by a winter 

walk to Coate Water with parents 

10th: Christmas Jumper day 

14th: Nativity to parents (morning) 

15th Nativity to parents (afternoon) 

16th: Visit from Father Christmas &       

Christmas parties 

17th—3rd January : Christmas holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Training Days 2021/2022 

 Tuesday 4th January 2022 

 Monday 25th  April 2022 

 Friday 1st July 2022 

 Monday 25th July 2022 


