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Dear Families,  

It’s hard to believe we are nearly at the halfway point of the academic year. Thirty-nine weeks of    

learning sounds a lot, but it is amazing how quickly the time passes and it cannot be emphasised 

enough just how important regular attendance at school is for your child. 

Welcome to the last (and bumper edition!) newsletter of this short term which contains a wealth of 

news and information about past and coming events. I hope you will take time to read through the    

various articles, particularly page 3 regarding the School safe environment zone and changes to    

parking and traffic management after the Easter holidays, together with the relevant attachments. 

We look forward to welcoming you into school next week for the parent/teacher           

consultation evenings on Tuesday and Wednesday.  These meetings are an opportunity 

to discuss your child’s progress at school and how you can support at home. We would  

recommend that children do not attend where possible.  

Mrs Christmas, our Special Education Needs Co-Ordinator, will also be available on 6th February from 

3.40-5.20 or 7th February from 1.30-4.50.  Please speak to the office if you would like to book a slot to 

meet with her. 

I wish you all an enjoyable February break, after which we can all return 

refreshed and ready for the second half of 2023-24. 

 

Mrs Dance 

Headteacher 

 
Nursery  

Apple Tree are continuing to learn all about traditional tales 

and stories. We enjoyed retelling the story of the Three  

Little Pigs using playdough and using our scissor skills to 

make hair for Goldilocks from beautiful flowers. 

We all visited the immersive room to visit the Three Bears 

cottage - you'll never believe what we found inside! For 

maths, we have been practising positional  

language with Concept Cat, finding objects      

inside, next to, in front and behind. Outside we 

collaborated on an artwork using paint and 

pipettes, exploring how the liquid moved and 

how we could make different colours. 
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In Year 2 we have been learning about fractions this week. The children have enjoyed being outside identifying a 
half, a quarter and a third and then finding fractions of quantities.  

We have also been taking part in our first visits to the Badbury Park Library. The children 
loved every minute. They learnt how a library works, enjoyed a story and had a look at all of 
the wonderful books on the shelves. Each class will be visiting the library every term and will 
be able to borrow up to 30 books at a time to enjoy in class.  

 

KS2   In Year 3, we have been enjoying our forest school      
sessions and have enjoyed linking this to our Stone Age topic. 
Some of us had a trip to the library where we learnt about the 
library system and were able to loan a whole class set of books! 
In maths, we have moved on to fractions and have been         
comparing and ordering unit and non-unit fractions. In English, 
we have been looking at newspaper reports and are looking   
forward to writing our own next week!  

Year 4 have had an amazing fortnight. They have been very busy using the outdoors in 
their curriculum. In RE the children created 'I Am' sayings on the playground to reflect how 
they see themselves, much in the way Jesus saw himself. Some wrote, "I am the football 
player," others, "I am the carer," and "I am the life. I show kindness 
and life—find me." Mrs T and Mrs Christmas were lost for words. 
Wow!  Throughout English, Year 4 have used outdoor learning to 
build storytelling props to support their innovated stories based on 
the folk tale How Rabbit Stole the Fire. Finally, we had the best 

journey to and from  swimming this week as we were provided with STFC's team coach 
and sang our hearts out to Disney songs and Sweet Caroline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1  The last few weeks have been busy for Year 1, 
we have looked at being explorers and experienced 
how it feels to discover things and why explorers are 
important. We have also looked at how technology 
can be used safely to enhance our learning during 
'Internet Safety Week'. We have been a very curious 
and adventurous bunch this term! 

Reception : The children have loved learning about space and being curious 
about what is in the solar system. We have a space centre to report on      
missions to the moon and help astronauts floating in space! Our story this 
week has been 'How to Catch a Star' and the children had fantastic ideas of 
how they would catch a star and explored using different materials to build 
towers, ladders, skyscrapers and trampolines to get them closer to the stars.  

Instead of going for a welly walk, we pretended to be astronauts going on a 
mission to the moon, so put on our space suits, space boots and went on a 
'moon walk' for the afternoon.  

In maths, Ash tree and Oak tree have been trying really hard to challenge 
themselves and be ambitious, working out all the different ways to make 7 - 
we even wrote number sentences whilst we were playing bowling.  
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School safe environment zone (SSEZ) 

In one of our first newsletters of the year (15th September), we        
advised that we had started working in partnership with the Swindon 
Borough Council Traffic Management and Road Safety team and 
Ward Councillors to address safety concerns outside the school gates 
on Rainscombe Road.  

As a result of this work, the Council are proposing to introduce a 
school street initiative and parking restrictions on a section of         

Rainscombe Road.  Information on the proposed scheme can be seen by visiting the Councils School 
Safe Environment Zone web page schemes for inclusion onto the year 4 program.  https://
www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20135/traffic_management/1147/school_safe_environment_zones_ssez.    

More information regarding the School Street scheme  is included in the leaflet which we are attaching 
with this newsletter and also by visiting the 
following school streets initiative web link ; 
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20135/
traffic_management/1156/
school_streets_initiative.  

SBC will introduce an experimental traffic 
regulation order (ETRO) just after Easter 
which will be in place for 18 months. A    
consultation with parents, staff and residents 
will start once it is introduced on the street 
and run for 6 months during which time  
feedback will be collated by SBC. The ETRO 
will be reviewed after the first 6 months in 
light of the feedback and decision will be 
made by SBC as to whether to create a per-
manent traffic regulation order.   

What does this mean for parents? 

• Pupils, parents and local residents will experience a safer environment for walking and cycling to 
school  

• Rainscombe road will be closed to all vehicles (apart from residents and blue badge holders) 
from 08.15am-09.00am and 2.30pm-3.15pm 

• The area will be patrolled by SBC and school staff who will check permits 
• Anyone who drives into the School Street during the restricted times, who does not have a     

permit will be in contravention of the Traffic Regulation Order and may be subject to a Fixed 
Penalty Notice issued by the Police.  

• Parking will no longer be available at the front of the school during drop off and pick up times 
unless you are a blue badge holder.  If you still need to drive to school, we ask that you park a 
short distance away and walk the rest of your journey 

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20135/traffic_management/1147/school_safe_environment_zones_ssez
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20135/traffic_management/1147/school_safe_environment_zones_ssez
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20135/traffic_management/1156/school_streets_initiative
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20135/traffic_management/1156/school_streets_initiative
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20135/traffic_management/1156/school_streets_initiative
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Guidance on measles outbreaks  

Cases of measles are rising across England, especially among 
young children. Measles is an infection that spreads very easily 
among those who are unvaccinated, especially in nurseries and 
schools and there is no  specific medical treatment;  for some     
people the infection can cause serious complications.  

What are the symptoms of measles? Measles usually starts 
with cold-like symptoms, followed by a rash a few days later. 
Symptoms include a runny nose; cough; conjunctivitis (sore, itchy, 
watery, red and sticky eyes); and a high temperature. Small white 
spots may also appear inside the cheeks and on the back of the 
lips. Around day 3 of the illness, a rash of flat red or brown    
blotches appear,  beginning on the face,  behind the ears and 

spreading over the 
body. The rash 
looks brown or red 
on white skin. It 
may be harder to 
see on brown and 
black skin.  

The best protection against measles for children and adults is to 
get both doses of the MMR vaccine.  The MMR vaccine is free on 
the NHS. Children are offered the vaccine by their GP at 12 
months of age and then a second booster dose is offered to chil-
dren when they turn 3-years-and-4-months-old. Uptake of the 
MMR vaccine has been declining nationally and in Swindon but it 
is never too late to have these vaccinations. 

The NHS also has the following advice for parents on measles: 

Measles - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

 

Badbury Park Community Hub: 

Badbury Park community hub is situated on Homington Avenue in the heart of Badbury Park. It has 
a fantastic library and two rooms with a shared kitchen available to hire. It can cater for a wide 
range of activities and community events such as cultural and faith gatherings, fetes and craft 
fayres, wellbeing and health support,  toddler and young people’s activities, dance and perfor-

mance arts, training, seminars and conferences.   

Here is a taste of what’s happening in the community hub : 

• The Library is operational: Wednesdays and Thursdays 10.30-16.00 and Saturdays 9.30-13.30.   
‘Storytime’ on a Thursday from 11.00-12.00. 

• Tots Play (baby & toddler play sessions) have sessions on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9.30-13.00  

• JHS Dance on Tuesdays 15.15-17.15 (Dance class for children) 
 
To find out more about the facilities, please click here , Or to make a booking, please contact us online here 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5ocy51ay9jb25kaXRpb25zL21lYXNsZXMvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMjIuODg5MjM5MDEifQ.C
https://badburyparkcommunityhub.org.uk/page/facilities
https://badburyparkcommunityhub.org.uk/page/booking-request-form
https://badburyparkcommunityhub.org.uk/page/booking-request-form
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Thank you, thank you! 

Hi, this is Neil from the Gambia!  How can I thank you enough for your wonderful fundraising which 
has bought brand-new sets of swings for our four schools!  The children are so happy, as normally 
they queue up for five swings each, and then have to get off and join the queue again! Now they can 
have lots of swings! A huge, thank you from all the children in Gunjur! Love, Neil 

Friends of Badbury Park Primary School  

Thank you to everyone who kindly donated unwanted 
Christmas gifts. We will be using them at events  
throughout the year to raise funds for the school and  
pupils. 

Doughnut Day: Next Friday, 9th February. Have a treat 
to kick off the half term holiday! See poster for further details. 

Table Top Sale: Saturday 24th    
February in the school hall. Declutter 
your home and earn some cash at the 
same time. See poster for further   
information. 

Gift Event: Friday 8th March. A 
chance for children to choose a gift for 
the special females in their lives. More 
details to follow after half term.  

 

Volunteering: Please do contact friendsofbadburyparkprima-
ry@gmail.com if you may be able to help out at any of our events.  
All of the committee members are volunteers and we would be very 
grateful. 

 

 

mailto:friendsofbadburyparkprimary@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofbadburyparkprimary@gmail.com
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January 2024 
4th: Children return to school  

8th: Curriculum meetings for all year groups 

except Nursery—5pm 

12th:”Donation station” - donate any new   

unwanted Christmas gifts to PTA 

23rd:  Parent Support drop in from 9am 

February 2024 
2nd: Number day  

6th & 7th: Parent/Teacher consultation    

evenings 

6/7/8th Online Safety week 

8th: Author visit with Parent/Carer workshop 

at 2.30pm 

9th: Doughnut Day from 3pm 

12th-16th—half term holiday (school 

closed) 

19th: Children return to school for term 4 

24th Table top sale in the hall -  1pm-3.30pm 

Teacher Training Days 2023/2024 

Monday 3rd June 2024 

Monday 8th July 2024 

 

March 2024 
4th: Author study week  

7th: World Book Day 

8th: FOBPPS Gift event 

13th:  Roving Book shop in school  

17th: Comic Relief day 

22nd: Reports out to parents 

28th: “Open house” parents are welcome  to 

come in to see class and books from 2.30pm 

or  11.30/3.00 for Nursery) 

28th: Last day of Term 4 

29th—12th April : Easter Holidays (school 

closed) 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2024 
15th: Children return to school for term 5  

22nd: Curriculum meetings for Reception—

Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


